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Biſhop of Cheſter's Charge, e>«. 


My Dear, Bzetheen ; 

Ince nothing can more conduce to the Edification 

of the Church in Faith and Holineſs, than that 

its Paſtors be duly qualified for their Work: I 

> think my time cannot be better employed in this 

my Primary Viſitation, than, in putting you in remem-, 
brance, what manner of Men the Paſtors of the Chur 

ught to be ; and in quickening you and my ſelf, to the 

fairhful Diſcharge of thoſe great Duties which are incum-. 

bent upon us. 

In Order to, both. which Purpoſes, you need do no 
more than ſeriouſly reflet upon thoſe things, which be- 
fore your ,admiſſion. to this Sacred Office, you ſolemnly 
before God and his, Church, profeſs'd to believe, and pro- 
mis'd to perform. | 

The firſt Queſtion propoſed to you, as preparatory to 
your Ordination to Prieſthood, was, Do you think in your 
heart. that you be truly called, according to the Will of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Order of this Charch of England, 
to the Order and Miniſtry of Prieſthood > To which you 
Anſwered, / thinf it - . That is, I, think it in my._ heart, 
Iam: verily perſwaded, that 1 am 1o truly called, accor- 
ding to the Will of-our Lord, Jeſus, Chriſt, and the Order 
of this Church of England. 2 

Theſe latter Words [ The Order of the Church of England] 
are not put to denore. another Rule, different from the 
Wi of Chriſt ;; but are rather added, by way of Explica- 
tion, to ſhew, Who thole are that are call according to 
his Will, viz. Thoſe who are fo qualified as the Church 
of: England tequires. "2" B ' The 


2 Tim» 2 2» 


C2] 
* Thie Catt here meant; is the inward Call from God; 
which muſt go before to prepare a Perſon, for the out- 
ward Call ſrom the Church, in ſetting him apart to this 
Office, by Prayer and [mpofition of hands. 

This inward Call confitts in the due qualification of 
the Perſon, for this weighty Work ( for God never calls 
a Man to any Employment, which he does nor befqre in 
ſome good ineaſure fit him for): Theſe Qualifications 
may be reduced to Three General Heads : That the Life, 
That the Learning, That the Defign of the Perſon be ſuch, 
25 are agreeable to the Sacredneſs of the Office, AH which 
are contain'd, in the Caution the Biſhop gives to the Per- 
fon who preſents to him the Perſons to be Ordain'd. 
Fake heed, that the Perſons whom you preſent to us, be apt 
and meet for their Learning and godly Converſation, to ex- 
erciſe their Miniſtry duly, to the F{onour of God, and the 
edifying of his Church. 

Firſt That he be for Life, #/ameleſs, ſober, juſt, holy, 
temperate, as St. Paul preſcribes in his Epiſtle to T zrus 
That is, that he be not addiQted: to any of thoſe Vices, 
which would be a Diſparagement to his, Miniſtry, and 
hinder the good effect of it ; and that he be indued with 
all thoſe Vertues, which-may adorn it, Whoſoever there- 
fore lives in- the Practice of any ſuch Vice, as will leſſen 
his Authority, and-expoſe his Miniſtry to Contempt, he 
is not qualified, according to the Order of the Church 
of England. 

Secondly, That he be for Learning, {0 well acquainted 
wirh the Senſe of the Holy, Scriptures, as to be able to 
inſtru his Flock, in all rhat is neceſſary for them borh 
to know and to do, in order to their Eternal Salvation; 
and to-preſs their Duty upon. them by ſuch Confiderati- 
ons, as may be apt to, work upon their Wills, and induce 
them to'the Praftice of-it. Thus St. Paul. adviſes 7:mothy, 
to make choice of fuch tor Paſtors, who ſhall be he 
to teach others; and commands 77s to ee, that thofe 

ay he 


L 3 }. 


he ordained were {uch,, as were, able by ſpund,Dodiing 
ts excbort and convince Gainſayers. Whoſonyer therefore is) 


ſo ignorant, that he is not «ys to inſljy 4 his-Peeple tn. 


every neceflary Point, both of Faith..and Practice z and 
to enforce their Duty by fit Perſwaſives,, he is not called 
according to the Will, of Chriſt. ; -No man doubrleſs.can 
imagine, That it is the Wil of Chriſt that the Blind ſhould 
lead rhe Blind ; that they ſhould be ſer to be Guides to 
others, who know not the way.themſelves. The 
Third, . Neceſſary Qualification;./is. a. due. Intention; 

That a Man be inmardly. moved by the Hloly Ghoſt, to take 
upon him this Office -and: Miniſtry, to: ſerve God for the pro- 
moting of his Glory, 'and the edifying, of his People 5; as it is 
expreis'd in the Office for .the, ordering of Deacons. Not 
bur that a Mans. fitention/may. be. approved -by God, that 
hath 4a !it--a-mixture- of ;reſpet to Secular Advantage ; 
but then.it muſt be. fo much Inferiour, in ſuch perfect Sub- 
ordination ta the other, as his principal end, that he:deſpile 
all Worldly Regards un compariſon! with 1d; and reſolve 
to perſevere in his Work; though-he meet with! all the 
diſcouragements in the world to oppoſe hifm.. - 
Though, bleſſed be'God, there are many of ,you, 1 
Brethren, a6t- only whole! Life and-Learning are ſuch; as 
your Adverfaries.can- mike. no-juſt. Excteprion againſt ; 
but who-,alfo give ſufficient Proof; that:your 'inremion: 
was right, by your unwearied diligence, in the whole 
_ andeevery \paxr-of your Work+ yet 4-fear\rthete may be 
omey/. who tryed by lis Rojez wilt: be: forced £6*c0n-' 
fels, that they are not fo qualified) as'the'Liws pf Chriſt, 
and of this Church require.. Gan it be: thought, thar 
chey have the Glory; of, God privcipally' in their eye 
who endeavour roger, nto, this. Holy Employment, by 
ſich _unwarthy Means. as God'abhors, by taiſe Titles, and 
forged Cardozo? Can they be thought to. aim chiefly. 
at the Salvation of Souls, who leave the Work wholly to 


Ss 


ofhiers, \akd take the Wiges —_s themſelves; _ 
'# | © 2 or 
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[4] 
for their [caſe and: pleaſure abſent themſelves from their: 
Cha and think that Curate' the beſt qualified; who! 
may be hired at the cheapeſt rate? 

And here, my-Brethren, 1 ſhall charge your Conſcien- 
ces with Two Things relating to this Matter, | 

Firſt, That you never ſend a Perſon to be Ordained, 
with a Lye in his hand ; that is, that you never: ſignifie 
to the Bithop, that you will rake a Perſon for your Cu- 
rate (in caſe he ſhall think fit tro Ordain him )'whom you: 
"intend never” to employ in- that Service: For though a 
Title is indeed no Qualification'for'the-Office, bur a cauti- 
onary Proviſion, only for the Maintainance of the Perſon ; 
yet to bring a falſe Title, is a plain: Argument; that the 
Man. is deſtitute of that 'Truth and Honeſty, which are 
neceſfarily requiſite to ſo'Sacred'an Office as this is. 

: Secondly, That you never give a Teſtimonial of the 
good. Lite-and Converſation of any Perſon, whoſe Life: 
and Converſation you do-not certainly know to be ſuch: 
Conſidering; that if 'the: Biſhop ' gives Orders to-any: un- 
worthy Man; upon the Credit he'gives to' your /Certifi- 
cate, you muſt anſwer to God, for: all the Scandal thar- 
1s brought upon'/the Church thereby, and- for the 'Ruine 

of all thoſe Souls, which' are miſled by Bs bad Example. 
 _ » In the next place, theſe Two Queſtions were'propofed. 
to you; before your Admiſſionto the Office'vf Prieſthood. 


1. Are you perſwaded that the Holy Scriptures contain 
ſufficiently all Dotttiire required of neceſſity: for. eternal! Salva» 
tion, through Faith in-Chrift. Jeſus 2: - pb vails 25.13 219! 


' TH. Are you determined out of the ſaid Scriptures, to in- 
firuft the People committed t6 your C age, and t0 teach no- 
thing ( as required of neceſſity to ererwal 6 Hp; ) But that 

which you ſhall be perſwaded may be concluded -and proved by 

the Scriptures 2. — t £43 apes 


To the Firſt you Anſivered,: 7 am ſo perſuaded © 'To 
$ 5h the 


(s] 
the ,Second;. [have ſo. determin by Gods Grave. 1; '11f)' (1 
That-the Holy; Scriptures contain /officiently, all NoQrine 
required of'neceſlity to eternal Salvation; That is, 'That 
they. not.only. contain all ſuch neceſſary Doarine, but. in 
ſome-place or other, {o c/early.contain-it, as thatiit:imay, 
be underſtood; by ;all thoſe, far. whole Salvation the Senip+ 
tures were deſigned; I take; it: for.granted: you all firmly: 
believe z It being the. main Foundation. of. the: Religion of 
Proteſtants, in oppoſition, to the: Church. of Reme;. which 
by aſſerting the.deficiency. of the Holy: Scriptures, in-both 
the reſpeas,) hath: thereby. open'd a'door to thoſe many, 
Innovations. She. hath: introduc'd into! the Chriſtian-Do« 
arine and Worthip, and may. (if opportaunity;..ſhall ſerve) 
introduce:as many more; I ſhall not therefore, in(ift up- 
on this. That, which it may'\.be; more..needful ro ſpeak 
0; iS. fe no bi ng 10rfaro oj gnilors 1 fs owakd . 
Secondly, What 4&y- God's Grace:you, determined ito do; 
Viz.;70 inſtruttthe People committed to. your Charge, out of 
the.. ſaid. Scriptures:;.,aud; to teach nothing ;as required af 
neceſsity to eternal Salvation, but that which you ſball be«pere 
ſwaded, may ;beiconcluded and proved by the-Scriptures. 
One of-the,prime Qualifications St. Paul: requires in'z 


Paſtors. is, 'That\he be 4ta47int;, not anlyad/e,\but opt: Tim. 2- 24- 


aud. ready to. teach ; and. eliewhere he. deſcribes: him;\-a9 


one; that -/abours, 17n the, Ward and Dotiriye 20 pntehat:. Tim. 5. 17. 


This Labour. in. the Word, and Doftrine:, was | Neceſary, 


not-only in,the- Apoſtles. days,. when. the. Chriſtian :Reli-: 
on ;was t0. be /planted .in; the; Worldg:butiisiſtill fog tis 


maniteſt,. irom the.ends; for. which he tells-us;i\Chriff aps c 12) 
pointed. Paſtors and. Teachers;...which.were.ngt ogly-the © EE 


converting of Infidels, the gathering.of\lie-Sheep\rhat 
the Saints,i and; the edifying. of, the; Bey. of Gbrifkes + 2111 iis 
(.- Tis; kadeed- {trapge; Lhet ogy. Manijthould think7thig 
Work, unneceſlary, as.long.as there are $innersto be con- 
verted. from the. firror.,ot thew ways, and: Sewvite,bo 


were ſcatter d-abroad nt the Fald gn but, he, perfecting) of rphet. 4.12 


2 Tim. 4+ I, 2. 


[ Can. 45. 
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London. 
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edified in they Holy" Fairhz' as Jong 8s Souls-ave-in fb 


eat-dibger 'of belhg. eternally tolt; through the deil 
Sil Tk. World, the Fleth; and tle _ O YT! 7, 
Amnd .ir would be yet more ſtrange}, if any' Men who 
own themielves Manifters of the Church of England, Thould 
think chcy. car be exeutettroth it ;5/ when if the Exhorrati/ 
on b<tore their rectiving of Prieſts Orders;'they Were told; 
That tÞ teach, antl:to premoniſh,” to ſeck aridl provide for the 
Lord's Family, was that they were eatled «nto, When up- 
onatic Biltop's demandings/ Whether-they were determin'F 
co:infiruct the People commirted to their Charge? out of 
the: Scriprares 2* They Anſwered, 7Þ&y hail (o Yetertnin'd 
by God's Grace. When in the very Words of Ordination, 
was laid upon' them, as'a Charge, To be faithful Dif 
penſe)s of 'the Word of God.” ON 8 1 en 
Now this Teaching is either publick or private: Of 
the private 1 ſhall ſpeak, when 1come to the hext Que- 
flion»fave one + That'which is publick, 45 tobe perform'd 
thele Two wayy efpecially'; *by> Preaching 4d by 'Cate- 
Fivit as ro Preaching, ' Cofifider that ſolemn and fread- 
ful Charge St. Paul lays upon Timothy, I charge thee be- 


fore 'Get, > and\}be& Lord Feſns Chrift., -inhd*fhall judge the 


- 


Quicktaude3htr'-Dead at his 'appearing ,. wnd ifs Kingdvnn, 
Pzeath'the Coda, Conſider (atfo, That" our Church 
hath enjoyned/every allows Preacher” that is" beneficed; 
to have 'a' Serwon' every Lord's Day in the Tear, And 4s 
2: farther |Enforcement; 'Thit' His Majeſty hath -charped 
all rho \Baſhops;''Fb -ſe4'2bay- the Clergy 'int Hheir reſpettibe 
Diaoctſſes, be duly 'refrdent\ upon'their Livings, preaching the 


Word: of God plainly, © | 
gf: 0 ratetlp ty fag hl the Anctents/ were th this part 


of their Otfiee; and\ nece(ayy they thetight"ir fo to 
be; 1] need mor ell yell ;" bar methinks {cribs reflection 
upon it, ſhould make-thoſe nat only S11fb but tremble, 


3241119 


{erving 


(z] 
ſerving the Laws of our Church:, while they boaſt of 
more than- ordinary Conformity to it, that they have nor 
perhaps more than one Sermon'in a Year, 'for two Bene- 


Now,that- we may in this way of Teaching; be ſucceſs 
ful to the Salvation of our Hearers, we are here direted 
both as to the Matter and the Manner of it. 

Firſt, As to the Matter of our Preaching, it muſt be 
out of the Holy Scriptures : Bur ſince of the things con- 
| tain'd in the Holy Scriptures, ſome are xeceffary, ſome are 
profitable only ; and fince of theſe things-which. are only: 
profitable, tome. are more, others are lels' profitable ; our 
Pulpit - Diſcourſes ſhould be'-chiefly ' contined to ' thoſs 
Truths, which are neceſſary or highly profitable, in order 
to-eternal Salvation ; omitting all School - Niceties, and 
ſubtle: Diſpuces, which are of no Practical Uſe ; and ne» 
ver let any Truth, which iscall'd 'in; queſtion by none 
of your Hearers, | be made a Matter. of: Controverkie in - 
the. Pulpit. & | | \ok) 

Endeavour effeQually to convince your Hearers, how'by" 
our Apoſtaſie from God, we have made our ſelves obnox- 
tous to His heavy Diipleaſurez and'that thereis a neceſſity 
of 2 Mediator between. God/and /Man. Shew them who this 
Mediator is, and how he is qualifted: for this great 'Work; 
what the Terms are, upon which God' hath' graciouſly 
promiſed'to pardon our Sins,''and how/ ready he is, upon 
thele Ferms, of Fairh, Repentance, and fancere-tuture O+ 
bedience, t0-receive us.into: bis Favour': Prefs thoſe Gras»- 
ces and ' Duties moſt, which are moſt compreheniive; as 
Juſtice and Charity, Teach: them zo render to ab. their: 
dues, as tribute to whom. tribute is due; caftow to whom 
cuſtom, &c; Repreſent CH ARLTY 'tocthem; in all 
thoſe branches-off iu, in- which it 4s deſcribed by Sc. Pay 
in. x Cor, 'L.3 'Set/ your! ſelves: eſpecially againit thoſe(ins, . 
which are moſt viſible.in, your Auditors ; as St. Paul, who. 

o reaton'd 


Aﬀts 24. 25, 
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reaſdn'd of Righteouſneſs: and Chaſtity, when he preach- 


ed: before an unjuſt and aduſterous Felix, || More particu- 
larly, 4n/ purſuance of His: Majeſties Letter preach :fre- 
quently againſt profane Swearing, Perjury, Drunkennefs, 
and-Profanation of i the 'Lords Day ; ' and»when ſuch a 
Sermon is to be preached, read to your People ſuch Sta- 
tute-Law or Laws, as are provided againſt that Sin, which 
is the Subjett of the Day : Which Statutes, together 
with his Majeſtics Letter, I have formerly fent yon. And 
let not only- the more grofs Sins of the Fleſh, but the 
more ſubtle Sins of the Spirit, (ſuch as Pride, Envy, Ma- 
lice, &c. }, be expoſed. to your People in their odious na« 
ture, and: aggravating Circumſtances. Acquaint them'not 
only with thoſe Duties, -to-which they are all in common 
obliged, as they are men and Chriſtians ; but with thoſe 
ſpecial Duties, which are incumbent upon them-..in their 
difterent Ages, States:and;Relations. In ſhort, let that be 
the-drift of your, p—_ which is the deſign of the 
whole Goſpel of. Chriſt, 70: teach men to deny all Vugod- 
lineſs and Worldly Luſts, and to live Soberly, Righteoufly and 
Godlycin this preſent World. bo 


Secondly, As to. the Manner of Preaching, paſſing over 
other particulars, I ſhall mentionThree only at preſent, 
Two of :which are here ſufficiently implyed : Preach the 
Word fincerely,; plairly and' affectionately. | 7 | 

x. Sincerely; Which is amplyed-in theſe. Words, That 
you will teach. nothing.as. required uf neceſſity. ta eternal: Sal- 
vation, but that' which you fhall:be perſwaded may be proved 
by the Scriptures,” For Sincerity conlitts, as 1niteaching 
all that the Scripture makes: neceſſary ; ſo.in teaching no- 
thing for neceſlary, "that 4s foreign co the Scripture; - as 
the Church of Rome does in her new Creed, impoſing ma- 
ny. Docrines as neceſlary. to Salvation, which are:not on- 
ly: Strangers tothe Scriptures,. but plainly contrary to the 
Dodrines, which are:.there taught. | 

C018 2, Plainly, 


[ 9: 1 


2. Plainly, and to the capacity of your Hearers ; which 


is implyed in the Word i»/trut : For how can a man be 


inſtructed by a Diſcourſe, which he knows not the mean- 
ing of? He defeats the deſign of his Preaching, and be+ 
trays his Hypocriſie, who renders that obſcure, which he 
pretends to reveal. To which I add; 

. Preach Aﬀettonately, with that warmth and earneſt- 
neſs of Spirit, which becomes matters of the greateſt mo- 
ment : It would grieve .a Man'to hear matters of the 
greateſt moment, ſo coldly and drowſily delivered, as if 
the Preacher did not himſelf believe what he ſaid, and 
were afraid leſt his Hearers ſhould be brought to believe 
it. O my Brethren, let us but ſeriouſly conſider the ineſti- 
mable worth of ſouls, the unvaluable price that was paid 
for them, what danger they are in of being eternally 
loſt, how dreadful our accounts will ſhortly be, if they 
be loſt through our ſlightneſs and lazineſs: Let us but 
conſider what Heaven and Hell mean, what it is to be 
everla lang ſaved or damned, and we ſhall then think 
our greateſt zeal and feryency, will be little enough, for 
ſuch a Work as this. . | - 

I ſhall ſay no more concerning Preaching, but proceed 
to the next way of publick teaching, which is ; 

Secondly, By Catechiſing, or inſtructing perſons in the 
Principles of Religion : Which 4s indeed but a more fa- 
miliar way of Preaching. This is a Duty laid upon'you 
by the Canon and Statute-Law, both. The Fifty Ninth 
Canon under a ſevere Penalty, requires every Rettor, Vi- 
car aud Curate, upon every Lord's, Day. in the Afternoon, 
to examine, and inſtru} the Touth, and. the. more ignorant 
People of his Pariſh in the Catechiſm. The fame-is, made 
your Duty by Act of Parliament, in the firſt Rubrick 
after the Catechiſm; and becauſe ſome;( who are: apt. e- 
nough to cenſure their Brethren for breaking other,Laws) 


# C 


can roo calily diſpenſe with, themſelves jn this, , His Ma- 
&fty hath charged the Biſhops to, ſee, That. ol the. Clergy yi 
og : in 


Let. to the 
{h. of Lond. 


Prove 22. 6. 
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in their reſpefrve Dioceſſes do Catechiſe the Touth, "To 
which, if we add the Practice of the Apoſtles, ( the great 
Maſter-Builders of the Church ) who firſt taught Men 
the Principles of the DoQrine of Chriſt : And laſtly, the 
voluntary Engagement you lye under to it, methinks no- 
thing can be thought wanting to oblige you effeually 
to this Duty. 

But now ſhould we ſet afide all theſe Conſiderations, 
and conſider only, how advantagious this Work is to the 
Welfare of the Souls committed to our care; the great 
Benefits they would reap by it, the great Miſchiefs they 
fall into by the NegleQt of it, one would think we ſhould 
need no other Motive to put us upon the diligent pra- 
Qice of it. | 

What is the Reaſon that our Sermons are generally o 
jo little effeQt > That our People hear us year after year, 
and many of them are never the wiſer, are ever learning, 
and never come to the Knowledge of the Truth > One main 
Reaſon doubtleſs, is, becauſe they were never prepared 
to underſtand our Sermons, and to profit by them, by 
being firſt more familiarly inſtrufted in the Principles of 
Religion. What's the Reaſon, That many are ſo eaſily 
{ſeduced to Error and Vice, but becauſe they were never 
well rooted and grounded in the Faith? Train up a Child 
in the way that he ſhould go, and he will not depart from 
it when he is old. 

As therefore, my Brethren, you tender the Salvation 
of your People, ſet your ſelves without delay, to this ſo 
advantagious and neceſfary a Work : And that you may 
do it the more effetually, ' I give it you in Charge, to 
preach conſtantly in the Afternoon, upon ſome part of 
rhe Church Catechiſm; and to Examine ſome of the 
Young People of your Pariſh quite thorow it, as oft as 
you preach upon it. | And that Parents and Maſters may 
rake the greater care to ſend their Children and Servants, 
ro be inſtryRted þy you, do not only frequently and _ 
ney 


LIT 2 
neſtky exhort them to it, but thorowly acquaint them 
with the great: Benefits that will accrue, not only to their 
Children and Servants, but likewiſe to themſelves there- 
by ; as their Children will by this means be render'd 
more dutiful and obedient, and their Servants more faith- 
ful and diligent. 

Having ſolemnly declared, That Tou are perſivaded, that 
the Holy Scriptures contain ſufficiently all Doftrine required 
of neceſſity to eternal Salvation ; and that you were deter- 
min'd out of the ſaid Scriptures, to inſtruft the People com- 
mitted to your Charge : In the next place you promiſed, 
To give your faithful diligence always ſo to miniſter the Do- 
Arine, Sacraments and Diſcipline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath 
commanded, and as this Church and Realm hath received the 
ſame, according to the commandment of God; that is, as God 
hath preſcribed in the Holy Scriptures. 

Of Miniſtring the Dottrine of Chriſt, | have already ſpo- 
ken, in what I have faid about Preaching and Catechif- 
ing. | 
%. to the Sacrament of Baptiſm, I ſhall at preſent on- 
ly put you in mind of ſome few things, which are either 
expreſly or implicitly required by the Rubricks. 


Firſt, Let your People know, That Baptiſm being the 
ſolemn Admiſſion of a Perſon into the publick Society of 
. Chriſtians, it is very unbecoming its Nature and Pelgn 

to have it adminiſter'd in private. Admonith them there- 


Congregation, leſt by their refuſing ſo to do, Chriſt ſhould 
reckon them in the number of thoſe, who are aſhamed of 
him and his Religion betore men. 


Secondly, Admomiſh your People, Thar it is moſt conve- 


Rubrick be« 
fore to bring their Children to be baptiz'd in the publick _—_ 


nient, that Baptiſm ſhould not be adminifter'd, but upon Rubr. before 
Sundays and Holy-days, when the greateſt number of Peo- Publick Bap- 


ple come together; becauſe in the Baptiſm of Infants, * 
GC 3 every 


iſm. 
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every Man preſent, may be put in remembrance of -his 
own Profeſſion, made to God in his Baptiſm. Exhort 
them therefore diligently to attend throughout the whole 
Adminiſtration, to refle&t upon their paſt lives, and to 
conlider how far they have kept, and wherein they have 
broken their Baptiſmal Vow. 


Rubr. before. Thirdly, Admoniſh your People, not to defer the Baptiſm 
private Bar" of their Children longer than the firſt or ſecond Sunday 
next atter their Birth, leſt by unneceſlary delay the Child 
die, before it be dedicated to the Service of the Lord 

Jeſus. 


Fourthly, 1 add, (as being nearly allied to Baptiſm) That 
you take due care to prepare the young People of your 
Can. 61. Pariſhes for Confirmation: So ſoon as Children are come 
Rubr after #0 a competent Age, and can ſay in their Mother Tongue, the 
— theCatechilm Qed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, 
and cau anſwer to the other Queſtions in the ſhort Catechiſm, 
they are to be brought to the Biſhop to be confirm'd : But they 
are not to be thought to be of a competent age, ( tho' 
they can repeat the Words ) till they be capable of know- 
ing the meaning of them, and their own great Concern- 
ment therein. For what profit can they receive by Con- þ 
firmation, unleſs they underſtand what the deſign: of it 
is, and the Obligation they rake upon themſelves there- 
by? And this, my Brethren, 1s to be your care. You 
eubr, after 21E TEquired cither to bring or ſend in writing, with your 
the Catechiſm hand ſubſcribed thereunto, the Names of all ſuch Perſons 
within your Pariſhes, as you fhall think fit to be preſent- 
ed to the Biſhop to be confirmed: And how can you 
think them fit, before you have examined them, and find 
that they have a competent knowledge of theſe things, 
and are jwilling to conſent to the Vow that was made 
in their Names, and to take it upon themſelves ? 
As to the Sacramept of the Lords Supper, (the too ge- 
neral 


| [1,7 ; 
- neral negle&t of which, is juſt matter of lamentation ) 
make-your People know that they. are not left at liberty 
whether they will receive it or, not ;| but; that. it is a neceſ 
ſary Duty laid upon them, by the. expreſs command of 
| Chriſt: That if they ſincerely love Chriſt, or have any 
Value for Chriſt's Love to them, they will need no other 
motive to induce them to. it; . That it is their. Duty to 
receive it, -not only ſometime ,or other. before they: die, 
| C perhaps at their laſt breath ) but frequently while they 
live, if they have opportunity : That the firſt Chriſtians 
made it a conſtant part of their publick Worſhip, And I 
beſeech you to adminiſter it in your Churches, as often 
as you can get a convenient. number together to receive 
it ; to be ſure, ſo often that every perſon may have op- 
portunity of receiving it at leaſt three times in the Year. 

As to Diſcipline, obſerve more eſpecially the Rubrick 
before the Communion, in keeping back thoſe Offenders 
from the Lords Table, whom you are there required not 
to admit, ( viz. Notorzous evil Livers, or ſuch as have done 
any wrong to their Neighbours, by which the Congregation is 
ofended and in giving an Account of them to the Or. 
dinary. - 

And here, my Brethren, I deſire you ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, That in this, and in your Anſwer to the next Que- 
ſtion, You promiſed faithful diligence, in doing the Duties 
of your Office ; ſo many and ſo weighty. indeed are they, 
that the utmoſt diligence imaginable, is little enough for 
the due performance of them ;, our Comfort is, all that 
God requires is faithful diligence, If we do not chuſe to 
negleQ any Duty, or to-do it careleſly ; bur ſincerely 
endeavour to perform them. all as we ought, in what.we 
fall ſhort, God will be merciful to, us, and graciouſly ac- 
cept the Will for the Deed: And this is Bil leaſt thac 
God will accept ; be not. therefore flothfuf in this great 
buſineſs, but apply your ſelves conſtantly to your Work, 
and whatſoever your hand finds ta do, do it with all your 
;  anigit.. 
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might. 1 might tell you, that the nature and deſign of 
our Work” requires this; That the Names by which we 
are in Scripture ſignified, (as Stewards, Miniſters, Shep- 
herds, Watchmen, Labourers, ) do all import diligence 
and induſtry ; that the Work is of all others, the moſt 
excellent, worthy of all the pains we can lay out upon 
it; I might ſet before you the example of our bleſſed 
Saviour, and his Apoſtles, of all thofe fairhful Paſtors 
who have gone before us: But I ſhall only add for your 
encouragement, That your Recompence from God, will 
be proportionable to your labour; by how much the 
more abundant you are in this work of the Lord, by ſo 
much the more abundant will your Reward in Heaven 
be. 
But to proceed. 


In the next place you promiſed theſe Two Things' in 
the general. nas] 
T. That you would be _ with all faithful dili- 

gence to baniſh and drive away all errone- 
ous and ſtrange Deitrines contrary to God's 


Word. 


IL. Zo uſe both publick and private Monitions and 
Exbortations, as well to the Sick as to the 
Whote within 'your Cares, as need ſhall re- 

''* guire, and occaſion ſhall be given. 


Firft, That Tou would be ready with —_— diligence, 
to baniſh and drive away all erroneous and ſtrange Dottrines 
contrary to God's Word” Concerning which Obſerve; 

1. That the Erroveous Dodtrines here meant, are thoſe 
only, which your People (ſome of them at leaſt ) are 
already infected with; for no Errors can be baniſhed from 
them, but thoſe which they have given entertainment "= 

$ 
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As for other Errors, which they know nothing of, never 
ſo much as mention them, leſt by acquaineing your Peo- 
ple therewith, you may endanger their being ininared by: 
them; - Obſerve, ' 3. hk. OWING rH anf 

2. That though all Erroneous Doftrines, are with faith- 
ful diligence, yet not all with equal diligence'to be oppo- 
fed; bur as the Errors are' more or leſs miſchievous, ſo 
our Zeal againſt them ought in-proportion 40 be! more 
or leſs. Some Errors there are' which 'dv not touch any 
part of the Foundation, which have-no viſible tendency: 
to an evil Life, or to the diſturbance of the Peace of: the 
Church :* Others there are wluch oppoſe/fome Articles 
of our Creed, as that Chriſt is not 'the Eternal Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all Worlds, St. and which 
are inconſiſtent with Peace and. Holineſs: The- former 


* ſort do not deſerve to be oppoſed' with  ſo-much Zeabas 


the later, againſt which 'we can never'too'earneſtly: con- 
tend : Of which for inſtance; are theſ&; That: no-Man 
is bound to repent of his Sins'till he come to die; ' That 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is fo made ours, that we need:do 
nothing our' ſelves it order'to/ the obtaining of: Erernal - 
Salvation, Oc. 12% (01979 Wd: 
Secondly, The next thing you promiſed, was; To «ſe 
both publick and private Monitions and' Exhortations, as well 
ro the Sick as to the Whole within' your Cares, as need ſhall 
require, and occafron ſhall be given, > 0 0 9090 
Firſt, To the whole; "To uſt not only: pablick but: private 
Monitions and Exhortations, as need ſhall require. And tru- 
ly, my Brethren, there is commonly but too great need of 
this : © For the Reproofs and Exhortations we-uſe in pub- : 
lick, being not direfted to this or 'thatiNerfon (ir parti- 
cular, but to all in common,' who are/ guilty of the Sin 
reproved, or of the _— of the'- Duty exhorred to : 
They who-are' concerned, do-commonaly find fome. 


to thift arr rhe < moarerrn ! but when you's 
drefs to each 'S 


inner 19 particular,” and'plainly tell. pr: 
that - 


AR.20.20,31. 
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that he #5 ther Man,; who lives: in the practice of this or 
that known. Sin, &c- he can 'then, find no way. to make 
his Efcape: | n#1199g 119131 »0NEhrono Yoarn tio ty ov94 of 
And here, my Brethren, I beſeech you, not. to be ſtran- 
gers to your People; bur as you have leiſure and oppor- 
runity , .to:go- to- their; Houſes, and acquaint your ſelves 
familiarly; with, them,,, that, you may the better know, 
what their-particular, Tempers:and Taclinations are, what 
are the-Prejudices,they-i lie-under,' what the, Temptations 
they are: moſt obnoxious to, and may accordingly appl 
your felves.to them. By one hours familiar Diſcourſe wit 
them in private, you may work -more good upon; them, 
than by meny: Sermons-4n publick. -- Publick, Preaching 
has, I grant, this great Advantage, that therein you ſpeak 
to many, ,and by conſequence-may .do good to many at 
once ; butan Application'to a Sinner in private, is uſually 
much -/more effecRual, -as to him;in particular... . | 
-: Fo fatisfie you; that this is your Duty, 1,need not tell 
you, that St.: Paw! taught not only publickly, but from 
houſe to: houſe :\ That, Night and Day he cealed: not ( as 
he:had: opportunity') to: wernievery; Mayz,; not. all colle- 
Qtively, but every one apart, as the Words in the; arigi- 
nal import; That;he exhorted and comforted, amd charg- 
ed every one: It will be enough to tell you, That to re- 
buke 'a fimning Brother, , and to exhort ane auother,, are. the 
bounden Duties even of private Chriſtians, and therefore 
much more'of. thoſe; who. by . their. Office-are 0 watch 
over'Souls; and ito give an Account to, God for them - 
But ſuppoſe: this were; not. made your, Nuty' antecedent- 
ly..by God,” yer.4/0u have mede1it ſo, Your ſelves, . by 
your, voluntary! Promiſe to, perform/it,.;{, 4 Oo 
But that this weighty, Work of private Inſtrufion, Ex- 
hortation,' Admonition and Reproof, may be the more ſuc- 
ceſsfully managed, take the.moſt convenient. ſeaſons for it, 
xhen'the Perſons;are, the imoſt-apt.to- be wrought. BPOn. 
and doit with that. megkneis;and demonſtration of loye, 


that 


Ln 
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that it may plainly appear to your People, that you do 
it out of meer Kindneſs and tender Compaſſion to their 
Souls. | | 

| Secondly, The next thing you Vowed, was, Faithful 
diligence in your Monitions and Exhortations to ſick Perſons - 
Which is a Work of the greateſt moment, in order 
to the engaging themto a HOLY Life, if they reco- 
ver; or the preparing them for a Happy Death, if they 
be taken away by their ſickneſs ; and therefore requires a 
proportionable care in the management of it. To ſee a 
tou} entring upon the other World, likely within a few 
hours to be in an endleſs ſtate of happineſs or miſery in- 
expreſſible, ſhould, methinks, make us beſtir our ſelves, 

to ſave it from Death, before it be too late. 
Do not therefore ſtay till you be ſent for, but go to 
them of your own accord. Deal faithfully, and withal 
prudently with them abour the ſtate of their ſouls. If you 
tind them groſly ignorant, inftru@ them ( as you have 
opportunity ) in thoſe Truths which are abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to be known. If they be ſuch as have lived in 
any notorious ſin, or whom you have great Reaſon to 
fear are meer ſtrangers to a Holy Life, labour to awaken 
them, by the moſt moving Conliderations, to a ſenſe of 
their ſin and —_— bur ler them withal know, that 
their Caſe is not ſo deſperate, but that there is Rill ground 
of hope concerning them : Shew them the greatneſs of 
that Salvation which Chriſt hath purchaſed for them, and 
upon what Terms it may be ſtill obtained by them. And 
though in their ſickneſs they cannor.give Proof of the 
ſincerity of their Repentance," by refſting and overcom- 
ing thoſe Temptations which formerly prevailed over 
them ; yet put them upon all that which in their preſent 
circumſtances they are capable of doing; upon confeſfing 
their ſins, and imploring the mercy. of: God thro? Chriſt; 
upon patient ſubmiſſion to Gad's good-pleaſure ;- upon 
forgiving thoſe from the heart ve on offended them :; 
and 
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and upon making Reſtitution ( as far as they are able) 
for any Injuries they may have done to others; upon 
Reſolutions and ſolemn Promiſes, by the afliſtance of 
God's Grace, of forſaking their former ſins, and of lead- 
ing a new Life, if God thall pleaſe to raiſe them up a- 
eain. And if they recover, go to them again, and {{ri- 
ouſly mind them of the Vows they made upon their 
ſick beds, and quicken them to the performance of 
them. Do not fail to let them know, that their condi- 
tion will be much more deplorable, if they ſhall again 
relapſe into their old ſins. 

In the next place, theſe Queſtions were propos'd to ruu, 
will you be diligent in Prayers, and in reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and in ſuch ſtudies as help to the Knowledge of 
the ſame, laying afide the ſtudy of the World and the Fle(þ ? 
To which you Anſwered : I will endeavour my ſelf ſo to 
do, the Lord being my Helper. So that you promiſed by 
God's Help theſe Four Things : | 


[. That you would be diligent in Prayers. 

IT. That you would be diligent, in reading the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. 

ITI. In ſuch ſtudies as would help to the Knowledge 
of the ſame. And therefore, 

I'V. That you would lay aſide the ftudy of the 
World and the Fleſh. 


Firſt, That you would be diligent in Prayers. That is, both 
in publick and private Prayers. 

r. in pablick Prayers. Which we ought more eſpeci- 
ally to attend to, fince G O D is much more honou- 
red by our publick Addrefles to him, than he can be b 
thoſe which are made to him in private; and becay 
we our ſelves may expeQ a greater Bleſſing from thoſe 
Prayers which are put upto God'by many joyntly, than 
from thoſe which are put up by our ſingle _ AS 
there- 
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therefore anciently a Morning and Evening Sacrifice, was 
every day publickly offer'd up to God to the Temple at 
Jeruſalem ; ſo heartily recommend it to 'you, ty Bre- 
thren, That in all your Pariſhes, where a Congregation 
(though but a ſmall one ) can be got together, you would 
every day have Morning and Evening Prayer in your 
Churches. And that you'read the Prayers not partially, 
but ertirely; and with ſuch ſeriouſneſs, as becomes them, 
as may invite all piouſly-diſpoſed People to them, and 
quicken their Devotion when they are at them. I know 
not how any Miniſter can diſpenſe with himſelf” in. this 
matter, .or what Salvo he can have for his Conſcience, 
who does otherwiſe. But though publick Prayers be the 
more excellent ; yet, | 

2. This cannot excuſe you from being 4dzligent in pri- 
wvate Prayers; and that both for your People, and for 
your ſelves. 

Fir, Pray much and earneſtly for your People: Of 
this St. Paul hath ſer us. an Example, as he himſelf teſti- 
fies in his Epiſtles; thus be prayed for the Co/oians, That 


they might be filled with the Knowledge of the will of God, Colol: 1. 5, 


in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding, that they might 

walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in 

every good work, Thus he pray'd for the Epheſians, That 

the God of .our Lord Teſus Chrift, the Pather of Glory, woull © 
give unto them, the ſpirit of Wiſdom and Revelation tn the 
knowledge of him ; the eyes of their underſtanding being en- 
 lightened ; that they might know what is the hope of his 
Calling, &c. That God would grant them atcording to the 
riches of his Glory, tobe fkrengthen'd with all might, by his 
ſpirit in the inner Man; that Chriit 'might dwell in their 
hearts by Faith, &c. Thus he tells the Romays, That with- 


- 


out cepſing, he made, mention of thei alwiys in -his Prayers. 
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la Jiks manner he prayed for the Phibp;en7 ; Abvays ({ays 
by) 4nd 11 every Prayer of mine for you all, making requelt 
ith j2z., He thought it not Fn0Ugh to ray oice or ric 
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but he ceaſed not ſtill to pray for them. Ir cannot be 

thought, that any Paſtor, who aims, as he ought, at the 

ſalvation of his People, can forbear to pray for them. | 
Secondly, Pray conſtantly and earneſtly for your ſelves. 

For ſuch aſfſiſtances of God's holy ſpirit, as may inable you 


rightly to diſcharge the Daties of your holy Calling. We 


are not ſufficient of our ſelves, to think any thing as of our 
ſelves, but all our ſufficiency is of God. We made our Or- 
dination-Vow in expeQation of, and dependance upon 
Gods help. 7 will 4» ſo by the help of the Lord: I will, the 
Lord being my ht:Iper. And we need not doubt of God's 
help, if we ſincerely and importunately pray for it ; for 
he hath promiſed his Holy $pirit to them that ask it ; That 
is, all the Gifts of his Holy Spirit, we ſtand in need of; 
But to proceed: | | 


2. You promiſed, To be diligent in reading the Foly 
Scriptures. And, 

3» In ſuch ſtudies as help to the knowledge of the ſame. 
I put them both together for brevities fake. 


St. Paul commanded Timothy, to give attendance to read- 
ing, viz..of the Holy Scriptures; and that not only in 
publick to others,. but alſo. in private ; that he himſelf 
might be the more thoroughly inftrufted in' them. And 
if this was needful for Timothy, who had learn'd the Ho- 
ly Scriptures from a Child, it will 1 fear, be much more 
needful for many of us. The Scriptures were inſpired by 
God. to'this very. end, -That the mar of God ( that is the 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ) mizht be throuphly furniſhed to all 
good works. That he might be inſtructed in every part 
of the Duty which, belongs to his Office; * whether it be 
to teach, or to reprove, ,or to correct, or to inſtruQ'in 
righteouſheſs. .. Out of this facred' repoſitory,” and'rhis 
only, we may be ſupplyed with whatſoeyer is neceſſa- 
ry oo us"and our People, to know, and to believe, wy 
to do. | 
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I therefore earneſtly preſs you to the ſtudy of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures day and night; to get ſuch parts of chem 
by heart, as may be of moſt frequent and neceſſary uſe, 
that you may have them jn readineſs upon all occaſions. 
And in your reading of them, ro obſerve thoſe places 
which are moſt obſcure, to compare them with the Ori- 
ginals, and with the words coherent; to confult ſome 
one or more of the beſt Commentators upon them, that 
you may attain to the true ſenſe of them. And for thoſe 
who have leiſure and ability for it to read the Fathers, 
at leaſt,of the three firſt Centuries; the Hiſtory and Anti- 
quities of the Church; the Babylonian, Perfian,Greek, Ronan 
and Jewiſh Antiquities ; and ſuch other parts of Learning, 
without which many places of Scripture cannot be well 
underſtood: And that you may be thus diligent in Pray- 
er, and in reading and ſtudying the Holy Scriptures. 


Fourthly, You promiſed _To lay afide the ftludy of the 
World and the Fleſh. For the more you ſtudy the World, 
the leſs will you ſtudy the Holy Scriptures; the more 
you conſult rhe eaſe and pleafure of the Fleſh, the lefs 
will you attend to the pleaſing of God, and the ſaving of 
Souls. In what degree ſoever your affeCtions are ſet upon 
the things on the Earth, in that they wilt necefarily be 
taken off from the things above. O remember, Thar eve- 
ry Clergy-man is a 92a of God, dedicated to him'in a 
more eminent ſervice than- others are ; and that you rob 
God of all that time and ſtudy, which are netdleſly ſpent 
upon other matters. Remember, that' you are 'obliged, 


not only by your Baptiſmal Vow, to renounce the' World: 


and the Fleſh, as Lay Chriſtians alſo are ; but more clofe- 


ly bound' to it than they, by this ſolemn Vow you made - 
ar'your Ordination: Let ir'appeat to all Men; that-y6u- 
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pay+iyetr Vows by 'your living above this'World,' afid 
having your Converſation ia Heaven, ON 


Its. 


__— 


This part of 
the Ordinati- 
on - Vow was 
made the Sub- 
ject of the 
whole Charge 
at another 
placez and 
therefore is 
here the more 
briefly ſpoken 
0. 
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In the next place you promiſed theſe two things : 


I. That Tou would be diligent ta frame and faſhion 
our own ſelves and your. Families, according to the 
Dofrine of Chriſt. And which is ſomewhat more, 
II. To make both your ſelves and them, as much as in 
you tyeth, wholeſome Examples and Patterns to the 
Flock of Chriit. 


Firſt, You promiſed to be diligent, 7o frame your own 


ſelves according t» the Dottrine of Chriſt ; to. have your 


Converſation in all things ſuitable tro the Goſpel you 
preach. He can never be ſeriouſly concerned for other 
mens ſouls, who has not firſt a care of his own ; nor 
make it his chief ſtudy to condu@ others in the narrow 
way that leads to Life, who walks himſelf in the broad way 


that leads to d:ſlrutticn. But ſuppole he could ſincerely 


endeavour to deſtroy that fin in others which he cheriſhes 
in himſelf; yer what ſucceſs can he in reaſon expett ? 
Can it be thought that his People ſhould pay any regard 
to whar he ſiys, when they fee that he does not regard 
it himſelf ? Can they think, that he does in good earneſt 
telieve what he preaches, when he unpreaches the ſame 
again in his life? And 3s it then likely, that they ſhould 
believe it, eſpecially when it thwarts their beloved Luſls? 

But if there ſhould be any among us, whom this Con 
ſideration does not affeQ ; yet methinks it ſhould awaken 


them to conlider, That a vicious Preacher, is mm a much 


More miſerable and deplorable Conditicn, than a vicious 


'Hearer.; becauſe his ſins are much; more aggravated, and 


conſequently, his Puniſhment will be proportionably more 
mtollerable. Thou that xeacheſt anather Man ſhould not 
be drunk, if.thou art a.Drunkard ; Thou char preacheſt 


another ſhould nor be covetous, or proud, gr contentions, 


if thou art ſo thy ſelf, thy owa Seraions will riſe up-in 
Judgment againſt thee ; out of thy own Mouth ſhalt thou 
| be 


[ 23 ] 
be condemned to that utter darkneſs thou haſt warned 0- 
thers to make their eſcape from ; and ſhalt have the dark- 
& | eſt and moſt diſmal Portion in it. But rhis is not all: For, 
he 2. That meaſure of Grace and Holineſs which may ſuf 
» || fice for a Lay-man, will not be enough for thoſe who 
'7 | are to be their Guides. You cannot go to Heaven at ſo 
he cheap a rate, as your People can; as your Calling is- 

more holy, and ſtands in a nearer Relation to God, fo al- 

ſo muſt your Lives be. You muſt be Patterns of all thoſe 
”n | Graces and Vertues you recommend to them; that rhey 
ur Þ by looking upon you, may be able to diſcern wherein 
ou they are Refeddive. In all things ſhewing thy ſelf a Pattern 
Er of good Works, ſays St. Paul to Titus; which he alſo gives Tit. 2. 7. 
Or in charge ro Timothy, Be thou an Example to the Believers, 
owl in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in 
"9 | purity, Which Commands, though given ro thoſe who 
ly] were of the higher, yet are in proportion applicable to 
ICS | thoſe of the lower Order of the Clergy : For as Biſhops 
t ? ought to be Examples to the inferiour Clergy, ſo the in- 
rd} feriour Clergy ought to be Examples to the Laity. 
rd It is indeed the Duty of all, even the moſt vulgar 
eſt | Chriſtians, if compared with the men of the World, to 
NeF be Patterns to them ; ſo onr Saviour tells his Diſciples, 
1d} 7 hat they were to be the ſalt of the Earth, and the light 
is? of the world; and commands them to /e# their light ſo mat. 5. 13,14, 
Ml ſhine before men, that others ſeeing their good works, might 15116. 
en} olorifie their Father which is in Heaven, What then is re- 
ch quired of you, my Brethren, who ought to be Examples 
WS to them, who are to be Examples to the reſt of Mankind? 
ad what manner of Perſons onght you to be, in all holy Conver ſa- 
Cf t30n and Godlineſs ? 
ot Nor muſt we only endeavour to frame our ſelves, but 
et | our Families too, according to the Doftrine of Chriſt ; 
| and to make them Examples to other Families; ro make. 
1 our Children and Servants, as much as in us lyeth, Ex- 
ou amples to thoſe of others, in all thoſe Graces and Duties, 
which 


1 Tim. 4+ 12. 
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which are proper to thoſe Relations: Which muſt be 
done by more fully inſtructing them in their reſpective 
Duties, and by frequently preſſing their Duties upon them 
by ſuch Conliderations, as may be of power to over-awe 
their Couſcicnces, and oblige them to the performance 
thereof: and by hearty Prayers to God, to make our 
endeavours this way fucce'sſul. | 

There is one thing more in your Ordination - Vow, 
which I thall but very briefly recommend to your Con- 
{ideration and Practice; and that is, That you will main- 
tain aud ſet forward . as much as lieth in you., quietneſs, peace, 


J 


and love among all Chriftian-People ; eſpecially among them 


who are, or ſhall be committed to your Charge. 
As to make pzace, not only between God and Man, 


; but alſo between man and man, was one great thing our 


Rom. 12.19. 


Eph. 4.1, 2, 3» 
Phil. 2. 1, 2,3» 


bleſſed Saviour had in his eye, when he came into the 
World ; ſo, in order thcreunto, he hath enjoyned the Pra- 
ftice cf all thoſe Vertues, which cend to the begettinz and 
promoting of Peace, ang hath forbidden all thoſe ill-na- 
tur'd qualities, that are Enemies to it. As he hath com- 
manded, If it be prſſille, as much as liith in us, to live 
peaceably with all men: v0 he hath preſſed us with great 
variety of the moſt powerful Arguments, to be at peace 
amorg our ſelves. So much was Peace his Nelign, tht 
he is fliled the PRINCE of Peace, and his Goſpel 
is called, the Goſpel of Peace. As therefore we are the 


' Ambaſſadors .of this Prince of Peace, and intruſted with 


the diſpenſation of his Goſpel of Peace, we are above all 
other men in the World, obliged, to the utmoſt of our 
power, to prevent or reconcile differences ; and to main- 
tain and promote Peace among our People. 

To that end, go to them that you hear are at variance, 
endeavour to remove their Prejudices, to corre their 
Miſtakes, to allay their Paſſions, to perſwade them to mu- 
tual Condeſcention; and by all other fair means to make 
them heartily Friends: Ever remembring, That, Bleſſed 
are 
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Gol. | 
-/To the laſt part of your Ordination: Vow, ( viz. That 
you will reverently, obey your Ordinary, and other; chief Mi- 
wiſters, to whom 'is committed the Charge and Government 
over you, Ec.) I ſhall ſay nothing, bur leave it to your own 
Conſciences to comment upon it, preſuming you will be 
impartial therein,, and leſs favourable to your ſelves than 
There is 'one thing ſtill behind, that I muſt give you 


in Charge, and that is, The ſtri& obſervation of the Ca- GCan- 62- 


non againſt clandeſtine Marriages. I hope thoſe who pra- 
Rice contrary to it, are in, compariſon. but. few, ( not- 
withſtanding the many Complaints which have been made 


ro me about it) That they are no other than the idle, looſe - 


and vagrant; that is, the Scum and Refuſe of the Clergy, 
who drive 'on' this ſcandalous Trade ; For I cannot perr 
fwade'my' felt,” That any, Man who has.not very. much 
debanch'd "his Conſcience, and loſt all ſenſe of Honour 
and Reputation, :can 'be eaſily prevailed. with to make 
ſych' Marriages, conſidering how, expreſs and ſevere the 
Laws of pur Church are againſt them; and conſidering 
rhe many fins and: miſchiets. which are the uſual Conle- 
quents of them. bY R | 

F thall paſs over thoſe which are of amore general ex- 
tent; and only mention a few of thoſe Eccleſialtcal Con- 
ſitutions; ''which more” particularly relate to. our own 
Claro” PT er: - RL els hed 

Ina Council, coovend at Weſtminſter in the Year 1175, 
it was Ordain'd, That if any Prieſt ſhall be found to have; 

yoed ah! e clandeſlinely, he ſball be ſuſpend- 


joy red aby in Marfiage cl: wud 
| abr os Offs for the ſpace of Three'Ycars, ' 
- 0 y | 


R's: fl keld"after this, in the Church of St, Pauts 


i'£vxdon in the Year 1328, it was decreed, That. all; Lycw.1. 4 
Prieſts who ſhall relyme i -be preſent at. any Matrimp- Tt-3-6- + 


folenin Publication of Banns, 


' Cbarradts; tefore rh 
fi E ſhall 


aft 'the Peace-makers for they ſhall be called the Children of wut. 3.9. 
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ſhall be ſuſpepded from their Office for three Veass... A 
that ay eſt wherher Secular hy Rar: who ill 
without the ſpecial leave of the Diocel »;preſume to 
Cetebrate Menus in any pare but Church er Chap 
pel, which' hath Parochial Rights, ſhall” be: ſuſpended a 
whote Year a# Offcio. Ser Pr 26 Sur WD 


% 


In another Council held at St. Pants London, 10 the ; 


Year 1342, it-was decreed, That all Prieſts. who ſhall pre- 
ſume to be preſent at any clandeſtine Marriages,; ſhall ip- 
ſo fatto incur the Sentence of Excommunication ; and ſhall 
be ' publickly denounced four times every, year... Which 
Deerees are ſtill in force, by the Statute of the'z.57h..of 
Hen. 8. C. 19. _ ia 

Bur we need'not Jook fo far back ; one would think, 


it might be tufficient, to'conlider the'624. Canon, made in, 


the Convocation in the year 1603, In which every Mi- 
niſter upon pain of Suſpenſion for. three years iple facto is, 
prohibited ro Celebrate, Mattzmnony between, any, Perſons, 
without a Licenſe, except, the Banns of Matrimony have. 
been firſt publifh'd three feveral "Sundays or oly-days,. 
in the Pariſh Churches or Chappels,, where the, {aid Par». 
ties dwell. And is allo upon the'like Penalty, protubitgd, 
under any pretenee whatſoever, ; to joyn any. Perſons fo. 
licenſed, in Marriage, at any tite"but between the hours, 
of 8 and 12 in the Morning ; or in any place, but in the 
ſfaid Churches or Chappels where one of themdwelleth. Ic 
is not enough barely to have Licence, if the Circumſtans; 
ces of Time and Place be not duly obſerved, you incur. the: 
Penalty of three years Suſpenſion. | TED 
And as our Church hath ſer fuch a Qlirit- Fence ;ab 


Ss > 


thoſe that break y neck -eanſic 


Marriages, fo re was great Reaſon ſhe ſhould be ſo, ſes; 


deſtine Marriages. X 


. 
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within the. 
tical Laws, have now recited, this 'is mention 
Cay ale Proof. ofowhich (as bam; igfarayd) you: 
hapelafols had, in Two laceſtuous: Clandeſtian Marriages! 
made in this 19cels, It ; EF als 91499%%9 
Another Sin uſually attendant on theſe Marriages, is 
the violating the Rights. of Parents, and contempt of their 
A_ Nor do they. only deprive Parents of the 


Duty, of. che Children, but. 18 of their: Children 
themſelves; | which | is. 0ne of the worlt ſfort.of Thefts,: 
1 deſexves.a. mych-more ſevere Puniſhmens, than.many; 


her. ;Thcſ6%, Waigh: are by. our. Laws; puniſhed y wich! 


{JOU M!1-11f 


forhearQte. proceed $0;ather particulars, be 
ready mention,d,,; will, -hape; he-ſufficienty, ta.detex ever, 
ry man'from this ſcandalous PraQtice, who hath not ſinn'd 
away all Conſcience and Shame. 
What-remains, but that I charge the Church wardens 
under Pain, of Perjury, to. preſent all thoſe Miniſters, 
whom they eithEr-know, or. have been credibly inform'd 
have been this way guilty png if; the Church-wardens 
ſhall negle& their Duty, r eleech you, my Brethren, to 
take care, that they may be ſome way or other preſented; 


that . ' 
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hat T'itiay take care'o- fee them” puniſhed acvording tg 
Law. ESO Adinonis on 
given them, to make ſuch Marriapes, as thinl wg 
cheit Danger will'be paſtas ſvow as the Viſitation" bi 
be'over;-I ſhall-not il; upon laformation-p en ine; t 


execute .the Canon in its rigour agaifeſt? th 


To CORISEE: 


- 
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- Let us'now,' my Brethirer, 'feriouſ! y ref tha aſt 
hath been ſpoken. Let us conſider the”Truſt commirted* 
to us, the Vows that are upon us, the' Account 'we muſt 
ſhortly (give' to! the Almighty, All-ſeeing/ and Impartial 
Judge ; the dreadful Woe we ſhall incur, if we be'f 76 
to our "Truſt; the Glotious Reward we ſhall: have, © if | 
be faithful. For your Peoples ſake,” if you deſire te to fave- 
then :'| For your 'own ſakes, if 'you deſire ro fave your! 
ſelves, and would tot be cotidemned £5%' mA aroſe 


rable Rell; than the'worſt"of your Pebple' ſhall be-cotis? 
demned"to © For. God's fake! iF y66 have” any repatd'rd 
his Commands ; For Jeſus's ſake; i you"have'any' Love" 
for himqd Feed: ba3OBlack: which” hel BltS \Surebafed' withibi 
owe Blood f6e&'chem,, 16d ' By! conft bout; 8h HWmghy il up 


for filthy Latvs, Sur of @ ready 2 imd 1” Be infant 346 "fea w f 


and: out - of ſexfon.c'{ moor re bike, : exthorr,o with "311 
uffeting. aud 'parrence : 1 Mats 4 [Prbbf - of -you wp + yer Mi 

Flat fo\whtn*#b6 ci CD YBull u ppetir 
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